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Colour your car green
By Krystyna Lagowski

With a few easy steps, you can start reducing your car’s impact on the environment
right now – and in the process, save money
as well.
Start by emptying out your car – if
you’re using it as a storage closet, it’s time
to clean out the closet. That extra weight
will slow you down and eat unnecessary
fuel.
Next, check your tire pressure on a regular basis. An underinflated tire will make
your car work harder and use more fuel.
You can find a good tire pressure gauge at
any hardware store, and they’re very easy
to use. To find the manufacturer’s recommended tire pressure, check on the inside
of the driver’s side door, or in your
owner’s manual.
And if you’re tempted to roll the windows down when the mercury starts to
rise, think again. Bob Fines, dealer principal for Fines Ford Lincoln Sales & Service
Ltd., says, “The wind going through your
open windows and sunroof creates a drag
effect which will impact your fuel consumption negatively. It’s much wiser to
turn on your air conditioner instead.”
Fines also suggests reviewing your
driving habits. “Try coasting to stops and
avoiding unnecessary jack-rabbit starts.
The smoother your driving, the less fuel
your car will consume,” he says.
Mike Dann, former general sales manager for Paul Coffey’s Bolton Toyota
agrees. “If you keep your acceleration
down, you’ll get better fuel economy and
your car will emit fewer toxins,” he says.
Dann adds that unnecessary idling is
another culprit. “Instead of sitting in your
car at a drive-through to get your coffee,
park your car and walk into the store,” he

If you want more information about fuel-friendly

Inside the driver door of the Ford F150,
you’ll find the manufacturer’s recommended
tire pressure in kilopascal (kpa) and pounds
per square inch (psi).
▲

driving tips, go to the Government of Canada’s website
http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca/transportation/personal/driving/autosmart-tips.cfm?attr=8
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says. “You’ll be exercising, so it’s healthier
too.”
Would you be surprised to know that
washing the car at home with a hose and
some soap isn’t good for the environment?
The detergent compounds and residue go
into the general sewage system, which
goes into our lakes and rivers. In some jurisdictions, there are bylaws preventing the
washing of cars on residential property.
Take your car to a self-serve car wash
where there is not only less waste water,
but it is properly treated.
When you drive at the speed limit,
you’ll not only avoid costly tickets but
save fuel – most cars become less fuel efficient going over 100 kilometres an hour.
Make sure your car is in tip top condition by taking it in for regular oil changes
and other scheduled maintenance as outlined in your owner’s manual. A welltuned car not only uses less gas and emits
fewer harmful gases, it’s also much more
reliable.
Whenever you can, plan your driving so
that you combine several errands in one
trip. Not only will you save money on gas
and help the environment, you’ll have
more time to spend with your family and
enjoy life.
Finally, if you can – plant a tree. Trees
absorb and store the greenhouse gas emitted by cars - carbon dioxide (CO2) - before
it has a chance to reach the upper atmosphere and harm the environment. ◆
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Whether your car is red, blue, silver,
black or white, you can make it green.
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Bob Fines, dealer principal for Fines Ford
Lincoln Sales & Service Ltd., stands beside a
2010 Ford F150 XLT crew cab 4X4.
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It’s about
more than cars
By Krystyna Lagowski
Photo by Krystyna Lagowski

The books, the literature, the graduation, is
all paid for,” says Fines. “We’re fortunate
that the program is supported by the Dufferin
Peel Catholic School Board and the Peel District School Board as well as the OPP.”
Another cause that’s dear to his heart is
the “Flip Side” program. “The Youth Services from the town of Caledon developed a
portable skateboard park program for the
summer,” Fines describes. “The portable
parks go in two trailers, and we provide one
of the trucks for the trailers. The trucks are
manned by summer students, and every
single night, they go out to the small
villages in Caledon like Inglewood, Alton, Cheltenham,
and set up the parks. The
local kids get a chance
to play, moms come
out
with
their
strollers, and everyone has a great
time.”
And recently,
Jose Calderon of the
Toronto Raptors attended a Caledon
youth basketball tournament featuring a “Drive One
4 UR Community” test drive.
Fines explains, “Ford of Canada helped
out by contributing $20 every time someone
test drove a Ford vehicle. We supplied about
eight cars, and it was very successful – the
group will get $1,700 from Ford of Canada.”
Fines is excited about joining the board of
directors of the Toronto Area Dealers’ Association (TADA), which will give him the opportunity to work with like-minded new car
dealers in the Greater Toronto Area. “TADA
is a not-for-profit organization representing
new car dealers that works to establish fair

facility used by families in the GTA and
across Ontario.”
“The car industry has been good to me
and the people of the Caledon community
have been good to me. I’m very grateful.” ◆

You’ll find this 2012 Ford Focus SEL Hatchback
in Blue Candy in the showroom of Bob Fines
Ford Lincoln Sales & Service Ltd.

▲

Caledon OPP Constable Gord van der Grinten is provided this van by Fines Ford Lincoln in Bolton
to make his rounds to Caledon schools. He runs the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)
program, which is offered to all Grade 6 students in Caledon, teaching them lifesaving skills children
will face as a result of peer pressures as they grow and mature.

standards of business practice, and pro-active
programs to enhance customer service,” he
says, adding, “TADA has recently committed
to two million dollars to fund a wing at the
new Ronald McDonald House in Toronto, a
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For Bob Fines, it all comes down to people.
“During the time I’ve been working in the
Caledon community, I have met a lot of really special people ,” says Fines, the dealer
principal for Fines Ford Lincoln Sales &
Service Ltd. “Some of them are customers
that I met long ago, when I was a young single guy living at home on the family farm.”
It was 1974 when Fines got his first job
as a commissioned car salesperson, working
for Chalet Ford in Bolton. He was playing
on a local hockey team and remembers taking good-natured ribbing from his fellow
hockey players about being in the car industry. “But then, eventually we did business together and some of the fellows are still with
me,” he chuckles.
Fines was born and raised on the family
farm at Castlemore, and says the community
is important to him personally as well as professionally. “One of the causes I feel strongly
about is the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) program,” he explains. “We’re
fortunate to have a dedicated OPP officer to
teach the DARE program in Caledon
schools.”
“The kids call him Officer Gord, and he
teaches grade six students a ten-week program about drugs, alcohol, bullying, and peer
pressure. Being exposed to this program encourages them to do the right thing,” Fines
says with pride.
At the end of the ten weeks, there is a
graduation. “The kids do skits, they read essays, or they do presentations,” explains
Fines. “We provide a vehicle for Officer
Gord, who is a really exceptional individual.
We always go to the graduation because it’s
so gratifying to see what the kids have gotten
out of the program.”
A DARE committee raises the funds for
the cause. “The kids don’t pay for anything.

D.A.R.E. lessons are designed and taught by police officers
whose training and experience give them the background
needed to help students avoid drugs, violence and crime.
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D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) is a volunteer
based organization that helps millions of children around the
world resist the peer pressure to take drugs.

